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On Sept. 14, Fisheries Minister Guillermo Jimenez Morales told reporters that the "tuna embargo
problem" was eventually excluded from North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
negotiations. The US and Mexican governments, he said, are treating the embargo against Mexican
tuna as a "bilateral issue." Jimenez said Mexico's "exportable tuna surplus" of over 3,000 metric
tons is currently being sold to Japan, Italy, France and Spain, and contract negotiations with
Argentina and other Southern Cone nations are underway. In addition, domestic consumption
has increased. Next, the minister said the government plans to continue submitting appeals
to multilateral organizations "who have thus far provided important moral support" toward
persuading Washington to lift the trade sanction as soon as possible. On Sept. 18, Margarita
Lizarraga, director of the National Fish Institute (Instituto Nacional de la Pesca-INP), reported that
the Mexican tuna fishing fleet's dolphin mortality rate has declined to internationally accepted
norms. Over the past six months, the Mexican fleet in the Pacific has averaged 1.7 deaths per net
operation. Lizarraga said the 130 US observers accompanying the fishing fleet have certified data
obtained by the INP. The embargo was imposed in 1990 by a federal judge in San Francisco on
grounds that the Mexican tuna fishing fleet surpassed the internationally accepted ceiling on
dolphin mortality by 15%. Last February, the court extended the embargo to about 20 nations
of America, Europe and Asia, described re-exporters of Mexican tuna or guilty of using fishing
techniques causing an excessively high dolphin mortality rate. (Source: Notimex, 09/14/92)
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